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Minutes of the 26th Annual General Meeting of the African Bird Club  

held online on Saturday 19 September 2020 from 10:00am BST 

 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chair warmly welcomed participants to the 26th AGM of members of the African 
Bird Club, which for the first time in the Club’s history was an entirely virtual 
meeting. 34 members who had registered in advance joined the Zoom meeting, 
including from all over Africa. Taking part were: 
 
David Fox; Susie Squier; John Caddick; Caroline Caddick; Moussa Sega Diop; Chris 
Balchin; Kevin Ravno; Anne Varney; Benedictus Freeman; Bruktawit Abdu 
Mahamued; Chris Magin; David Fisher; Elaine Cook; Ghislain Kougoum; Helen Baker; 
Hichem Azafzaf; Julius Arinaitwe; Lincoln Fishpool; Manal Hanieche; Nonie 
Coulthard; Oliver Fox; Paul Buckley; Sam Ivande; Stephen Lowe; Colin Cross; Philip 
Hall; Richard Charles; Shimelis Aynalem; George Ndundg’u Muigai; Zul Bhatia; Chris 
Bowden; Boniface Agbo; Girma Mengesha; Obed Ntineshwa. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Lynda Donaldson, Thomas Lehmberg, Mihret 
Mulualem and Richard Webb.  
The following members had also registered but did not manage to join the meeting: 
Hippolyte Agossou; Aristide Andrianarimisa; Alexis Bashonga; Momoh Bassie; 
Andrew Bruce; Clara Cassell; Chris Cox; James Cross; George Eshiamwata; Jerry 
Garteh; Alan Graham; Carsten Höller; Edwin Kamugisha; Kirenga Kamugisha; John 
Kinghorn; Richard Kipngeno; Byamana Kizungu; Thomas Lehmberg; Abubakr 
Mohammad; Jimmy Muwowo; Percis Namukasa; Jean Bosco Ndayihimbaze; Ulf 
Ottoson; Alexander Randall; Nigel Redman; Russom Teklay Tewelde.  
We hope to see them next time and are sorry if they had a problem connecting via 
the link they received from Zoom. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 25th Annual General Meeting of the Club 
A draft of the minutes had been published with the notice of the AGM on the ABC 
website. No corrections were submitted, so the minutes as published were taken as 
approved and signed by the Chair. 

 
4. Presentation of the Trustees’ Annual Report for 2019 

The Chair listed the names and roles on Council of trustees of ABC since the last 
AGM (Appendix 1), and thanked them for all the work they have done, and continue 
to do, on behalf of the Club. He said it is important to recognise that all trustees are 
volunteers, who put in a great deal of unpaid time, thought and effort to manage the 
day-to-day running of the Club and all our various activities. Council are always 
interested to hear from members who feel that they can volunteer their time and 
skills to help us. The Chair invited any member who is interested in becoming or 
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getting more actively involved in what ABC does, in however big or small a way, to 
email him in confidence at chairman@africanbirdclub.org.  
 
The Club is now operating through a new legal structure for charities, called a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, which gives us all additional legal protection. 
The Chair gave an overview of ABC’s conversion last year from an unincorporated 
association to a CIO.  
 
Information on membership of the Club was presented. By the end of 2019 there 
were 1,150 members in over 60 countries. The bigger picture is that numbers of 
paying members are declining while membership in Africa has been gradually 
growing. Every member was asked to renew their membership on time and to 
recruit or recommend at least one new member.  The Chair also explained how the 
Supported Membership Scheme works and underlined Council’s determination to 
significantly increase membership of the Club in Africa over the next five years.  
 
Moving on to the ABC’s overall strategy, the key achievements of the past year, 
which was the final year of the Club’s previous 5-year strategy, were highlighted.  
These included ABC’s 25th anniversary conservation projects in Kenya and Zambia, to 
which grants totalling £27,500 had been made, and the building and testing of the 
Birds of Africa field guide app. The latest version of the app includes over 1,000 bird 
species on the checklists of every country in West Africa and it is currently available 
to download for free. Over time, it will be developed to include all species and 
countries in Africa. This is a major project and offers of help will be much 
appreciated by John Caddick, who can be contacted by e-mail at 
webmaster@africanbirdclub.org. 
 
The app is an asset of the Club, and so is the ABC website, which Council know from 
responses to our latest survey how much members value and make use of. But it 
needs a refresh. And as we plan to redevelop the website, the Chair called on 
members to help us update the Countries pages. 
 
As part of the Club’s previous strategy, we have firmly established ABC as a 
recognised source of knowledge concerning African birds. And our most valued 
resource is still the Bulletin of the African Bird Club. It was noted that the Club 
produced 2 Bulletins in 2019 with a total of 256 pages. Digital versions of the Bulletin 
continue to be distributed to members and are also available on the Bulletin app. 
 
We have also continued to fund worthwhile conservation projects through our 
established grant-giving programme, and an overview of the grants made in 2019 
was given. These amounted to £25,867 in total and supported projects in Botswana, 
Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Nigeria, Príncipe, South 
Africa, and The Gambia. Thanks were given to members of the Conservation 
Committee – Phil Atkinson, Tim Dodman, Lincoln Fishpool, Peter Jones, Chris Magin, 
and Kariuki Ndang'ang'a – for evaluating project proposals and making 
recommendations about these to Council. 
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ABC can only continue to fund the diverse projects all over Africa that benefit from 
our conservation and expedition awards thanks to the generosity of the Club’s major 
donors (Appendix 2) and our corporate sponsors and supporters (Appendix 3), to all 
of whom the Chair expressed our appreciation. As a reflection of the difficulties 
currently faced by the Club’s sponsors whose industry has been hard hit by the 
pandemic, they have been offered a free one-year renewal of sponsorship and of 
course we hope that their situation improves. The Chair asked members to consider 
making a donation if they can, or a gift to ABC in their will, which all help us continue 
working for birds and conservation in Africa.  
 
 ABC’s strong and growing presence on social media (Appendix 4) was noted, and the 
Chair also highlighted how the Club was once again well represented at the 2019 
British Birdwatching Fair: the ABC lecture given by Gloria Waswa from Nature Kenya 
had addressed conservation of Kenya’s critical sites and species; ABC’s cheque for 
£17,500 to the World Land Trust Dakatcha Appeal had been presented; the 
revamped ABC stand raised £861 for the conservation fund; Keith Betton (ABC Vice 
President) competed in the Bird Brain of Britain quiz and won £250 prize money for 
ABC; and Adam Riley from Rockjumper represented the Club in the Best Days Ever 
contest.  
 
The Chair concluded by recognising and thanking those individuals and entities on 
whose essential contributions ABC’s various activities depend (Appendix 5). He then 
took questions from members, including in relation to holding further virtual or 
“hybrid” meetings in future. The Chair indicated that such meetings were here to 
stay (and referred to the subsequent item on the agenda relating to the amendment 
of the constitution). He also raised the possibility of ABC holding regional meetings in 
Africa, as to which Phil Hall suggested that PAOC15 in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 
might provide a good opportunity next year.  

 
5. Presentation of the Club’s Annual Accounts for 2019 

 
The Treasurer presented the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2019, 
providing an overview of restricted and unrestricted income and reserves. The 
accounts are in final form, awaiting signature. No amendments are anticipated. 

 
6. Appointment of an Independent Examiner 

 
The Treasurer recommended that Michael Goddard be retained as the Independent 
Examiner for 2020. The motion was proposed by Stephen Lowe, seconded by John 
Caddick and passed by the members present. 

 
7. Proposal to Alter the Constitution  

 
A resolution to amend Clause 11 of the Constitution had been published with the 
notice of the AGM. Susie Squier provided an overview of the amendments, which 
enabled the postponement of a general meeting, the appointment of a proxy by a 
member and the holding of virtual general meetings. The amendments were 
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considered to be in the best interests of the Club by making it easier for members 
living outside the UK (and especially those in Africa) to participate in general 
meetings and enhancing the flexibility of the arrangements for general meetings in 
future (reflecting recent experience of the disruption caused by Covid-19).  

 
The Chair put the resolution to the vote. The motion was proposed by Richard 
Charles, seconded by Helen Baker and passed unanimously by the members present. 

 
8. Election of Trustees 
 

It was noted that Richard Charles and Chris Spooner had previously stood down as 
trustees and that Stephen Pringle, whom we wished well in his new role working on 
the Bulletin, was standing down with immediate effect. The remaining trustees (who 
were retiring from office since this was the first AGM of the Club as a CIO) have 
agreed to stand for election, joined by Dr Sam Ivande from APLORI: 
 
Paul Buckley, John Caddick, Lynda Donaldson, David Fox, Phil Hall, Samuel Ivande, 
John Kinghorn, Stephen Lowe, Chris Magin, Nigel Redman, Susie Squier and Anne 
Varney. 

 
The motion to elect the trustees was proposed by Kevin Ravno and seconded by 
Lincoln Fishpool and passed by those members present. 

 
9. Election of Executive Officers 

The following trustees have agreed to stand for election as Executive Officers: 
Chair: David Fox 
Vice Chair: Paul Buckley 
Secretary: Susie Squier 
Treasurer: Anne Varney 
 
The motion to elect the officers was proposed by Sam Ivande and seconded by Chris 
Bowden and passed by those members present. 

 
10. Any other Business 
 

The Chair indicated that the date and time of the 2021 AGM would need to be 
confirmed in due course. Council will keep the situation under review and would 
welcome members’ views. A discussion was held about the preferred platform for 
virtual meetings, with both MS Teams and Zoom being recommended. It was 
generally acknowledged that the use of Zoom for the meeting had been a success, all 
things considered.  

 
A welcome was extended to the new trustees, following which Julius Arinaitwe 
provided an update on how BirdLife International was successfully using Zoom for its 
meetings and highlighted the launch of its new campaign 1Planet1Right, which 
sought to establish a healthy environment as a human right. Members were 
encouraged to sign the petition on the BLI website, which the Chair had done on 
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behalf of ABC. George Muigai, who was successfully participating in the meeting 
from the field in Kenya, sent thanks and best wishes to all the members present. 
 
The meeting ended at 11.30am BST. 
 
Appendix 1 – Council Members since last AGM 
 
Chair: David Fox                                               
Vice Chair: Paul Buckley 
Treasurer: Chris Spooner (stood down 25 April 2020)                                
                    Anne Varney (from 25 April 2020; appointed 1 June 2019) 
Secretary: Stephen Pringle 
Conservation Officer: Chris Magin 
Webmaster: John Caddick 
Communications Officer: Lynda Donaldson (from 1 August 2019) 
Corporate Sponsors Officer: Richard Charles (acting until 31 December 2019; stood 
down 25 April 2020) 
                                                    Stephen Lowe (from 1 January 2020) 
Country Representatives Co-ordinator: Nigel Birch (resigned 10 June 2019)  
                                                                        Paul Buckley (acting from 11 June 2019) 
Other Members: Phil Hall, John Kinghorn (Youth Representative), Nigel Redman 
and Susie Squier (appointed 12 June 2020) 
 
Appendix 2 – Major Donors 
 
Tasso Leventis (ABC President) 
Ivan Samuels (March Conservation Fund of the Tides Foundation) 
Mark and Mo Constantine 
The Late Marion Annie Vincent 
Erik Hirschfeld (AviFauna Naturresor) 
The Late Anthony Gibbs 
Noel Woodhead Memorial Fund (Hilary Woodhead) 
Caroline Adams 
Richard Charles 
Chris Spooner 
 
Appendix 3 – Corporate Sponsors and Supporters 
 
GOLD 
AviFauna Nature Tours 
Birding EcoTours 
iGoTerra 
Rockjumper 
 
SILVER 
Birding Africa 
Limosa 
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Safari Consultants 
Tadele Travel 
 
BRONZE 
Birdfinders 
BirdQuest 
Lawson’s Safaris 
Sunbird 
WildWings 
 
SUPPORTERS 
Venture Uganda 
Madagascar Birds and Birding 
 
Appendix 4 – ABC on Social Media 

 
On Facebook 8,080 ABC community members 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AfricanBirdClub/  
 
On Twitter 1,351 followers and 435 following 
https://twitter.com/africabirdclub  
 
Over 1,000 AfricanBirding Yahoo group members 
 
Appendix 5 – Essential Contributions 
 
Membership Administration: Heather Tarrant 
Bulletin: Guy Kirwan, Ron Demey, Lionel Sineux, other members of the Editorial 
Board, Eng-Li Green, Swallowtail Print, RSPB Logistics 
eBulletin and Bulletin App: PageSuite 
Website, Afbid and Birds of Africa App: APLORI, Bloomsbury Publishing, Mountain 
Hops Software, Kevin Ravno, Rockjumper, Southmedia, TranCorp, Paul van 
Giersbergen 
ABC Country Representatives in 49 countries 
Mailing Address and MoU Partner: BirdLife International 
Helpers: Helen Baker, Keith Betton, Caroline Caddick, Vittorio Canessa, Clara Cassell, 
Elaine Cook, Charles Gallimore, Phil Hyde, Bill Quantrill, Adam Riley, Steph Tyler, 
Richard Webb 
 
 


